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Dear Sir:

RJUJfL Toth's 30 Uﬁrpmuﬂr art1cin on ﬂn9r1can I”LUI]IUPH(“ is flawad
]Y] L\l IS (‘bt.}t‘bbs

FAFTS No aPtICTu I have vead on this subject An the past four
years has had more factual errors. For 1nslanae He. Toth says I
eliminated aboyt 2400 jobs at the CIA, when the tyue number is Jegg
than 200; and that the CIA has 240 ]“w Vers, when our Office of
Ganeral COL szl has Tess than one-sixth of th

at. A simple phone call:
to our Office of Public AfFairs would have cot him straight,
of th article criticizes the cha*qﬂs I mads +n-
21ligance. Yet, curiously, the ar ticie ends by
som2 very desirable r Ls are gp‘;q.qu—-uo,e and
i€ car the CIA; 1

of Corgressional ro stric-
L m.na»“i analyst would.
here not ausal r»;-.1nr'ﬂ:p %ve\nfq the
- ”'J’j"’ uf‘d tne i ad resylts, Fapr ins tence U
fe young paople to ensure the QA" s future §f a?? the
“round;'you'Cdn - persuads the Congrass to 1ift

IT you have not d»mﬁﬂa-rafﬁr to ther that wou are op‘zﬁu1ng
na bo“ﬂﬁtpﬂt "P"Q’, and you dP% ot 11;9?y to gat the President
and the Congress to ﬂ1"* you more money unless thay vaiye Your produce
and vant more of &, - Toth's analysis isg about as sound as
criticizing o doctor becaus“ the medicine he prescribes tastes bad
even though it improves the paLIOnt C
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Two years ago the Soviets expelled Mr. Toth from the Soviet Un1on
alleging he was a CIA agent. I can assure them he was not; uxltn ~ his
research nor his analysis would meet our standards, -
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technical intelligence is profoundly

‘shuses and rmisdeeds in the mic ‘70s. officials say.
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-~ Few Br. ight Spﬂtb‘ Bul American supremacy in| fshiiy since the congressional and press exposes of CIA ‘

CIA ‘Mighty
Wurlitzer’ Is
Now Silent

i ByROBERTC.TOTH
Times Staff Writer

WASHINGTON~The Soviets
knew the schedule of the United
States’ KH-9 spy satellite to the
minute. and when it flew over the
Uzbekistan missile center every-
thing was tucked out of sight. But a

misleading. It is not representative
of U.S. intelligence capabilities as a
whole but stands in stark contrast.
For in every other intelligence field
—human spies, analysis of data col-
Jected and ability to conduct sceret
operations—the US. intelligence
community appears to be dange-
rously deficient.

“Except for technical surveil-
lance of the Soviet Union,” said one
highly knowledgeable source,
“we're in lousy shape throughout

_the world.” Some examples: __

—Human intelligence sources
have largely dried up because of
leaks. “Some potentially coopera-
tive sources say frankly they are
afraid they might find their names
in our newspapers,”’ one
knowledgeable source said, “and I
must say for myself that if ] were a

“There are whole lists of cases in which friencly ;

agencies have stopped helping us,” one source said. 1

U.S. diplomats
cantly slowed,
<hiras of the attaches of the Defense Intzlligence A3en-
¢y have been eliminated since 1988. Rising U.S. tourism
zng business interests abroad, particuiarly in Corn:mu-
rse naticns. has increasingly diverted American dizio-
fnats away
-titat intelligence anaiysis need. )
1-331 Analysis of available information is uneven in qual-
‘iz CIA anaiysts are technically proficient, as in pre-
-dic:ing Soviet oil production declines,” one naiiona! se-
curity official said, “but they almost missed the Afgha-
‘nisian invasion. after watching the Soviet buildu
six mcnths. because they focused on reasons MCSSOW |
would not move—detente, Sait il. trade. )

. prises,” he said.

__Collection of public and semipublic informaticn by
and military attaches has been signifi-
too. as a resuit of budget cuts. Two-

from the poiitical and eccnomic reporting

)
07}

~They are biased to predict the ordinary, ret sur-

—The CIA's covert action capability. which oncz un-

dertcok everything from propaganda camnaigns to se-
- eret wars, has been virtually dismantled.

- " Hostage Raid Cited ;
- +The raid to free U.S. hostages in Iran. for example. |
- wouid have had a better chance if it had been organzzc_c‘.
- and run by the CIA, aceording to several intelligenceol-
- ficials as well as one miiitary officer who took part
- the ad hoc Perntagon effort. . i
. - -At a less dramatic level. the CIA’s ability to aid insur- ~

few hours later, another U.S. satel-
lite the KH-11, passed over the
same field and caught an aerospace
glider out in plain view~giving this
country its first evidence that the
Soviels were making a craft similar
totne U.S. space shuttle.

In the kind of games modern spy-
measters play, the Soviets had ex-

Libyan or Pakistani, to say nothing
of a Soviet, I would not cooperate
today with any American intel-
‘ligence agency.”

Firings, Retirements Costly

—Recent waves of firings and
early retirements cost the CIA

posed the secret space glider be-
cause they had been tricked into
believing the second satellite was
electronically “dead.”” Among other
ploys. it was made to seem silent,
Instead of transmitting its TV-like
pictures down to earth as other
satellites do, the KH-11 radioed its
pictures up into space--to a com-
munications satellite that relayed
them to a U.S. intelligence station
halfway around the world. (The de-
ception worked until ex-CIA em-
ployee William Kampiles sold the
operations manual of the multimil-
lion-dollar KH-11 to the Soviets,
for a mere $3,000.)

Supremacy Misleading

Technological cleverness is the
pride of U.S. inteiligence—~no nation
is better at it-—and that supremacy
can be a source of comfort to the
American people as U.S. military
vulnerability in the early 1980s puts
greater reliance on intelligence to
avoid dangerous surprises.

many hundreds of senior personnel
with unique language abilities and
regional expertise. In 1578, when
iran's Shah Mohammed Reza Pah-
lavi fell, the agency did not have a
single regular employee who could
speak Persian. A large percentage
of the field officers of its Near East
division, which includes Southwest
Asia, are former employees recalied
to temporary duty, according to an
informed source.

- —In Africa and Latin America,
the United States must rely heavily
on information supplied by British,.
French and West German agencies.
But cooperation has slowed signifi-

.genrt groups short of intervention is almost ncn-gz;:-
s 5arc. “If we wanted to help the Afghan ‘freecom fight-
Ters with guris,” one source said, “‘there is no supply of
--untraceable arms, no experienced gunrunners, no trans-
Z:poriation assels availabie readily. And the Soviets know
st :

-‘sto-jes and 2iding sympathetic officials ahbroad. ne‘:er’;
-was suspended totally
- Agministration. “But it's on 2 piddiing scale.” one offi-

Z.cial said, “and what's left is rather atrophied.”

" Carter became angry at Cuba's continved use of 5

-

“iroops in Africa after his iritial overture to Fidel Castro

-

'?olitic'alv covert dction, such as planting newspaper

by the CIA. even in the Carier;

in 1977 for more normal relations. He ordered accounts !

... of Castro’s activities to be disserninated intemat.ionally.;

But most of the machinery for such propagandizing~:
the “Mighty Wurlitzer” once boasted by the CIA~has
deteriorated into rusty silence.

Even the U.S. Information Agency resisted Carter’s
orcers to play up anti-Castro stories. This particularly ;
incensed the President and led to a minor shake-up;
within that agency, informants said.

Such is the debris left from the unprecedented cam-
paizns against the intetligence and counterintelligence
agencies in the government particularly the CIA.

prought on Themsalves

To a conciderable dezree. the agencies brought it on
themselvas with foreign and domestic crimes and ex-
cesses in the name cf national security. As a result,
nowerful figures in the Carter Administration. including '
Vice Presicent Walter F. Mondale who served on 7.11e‘E
Senate committee that publicized CIA abuses, seemed |
intent initiaily on punishing the intelligence communi- _ti
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Despite what intelligence specialists see as 3 gloomy

) . | :
"'I‘!;eu- approach seemed to be: ‘if they don’t have the: picture overall, thers are some bright spots. !

f

|

Capacity, wney can’t misyse it.” ™ according to one: ’ as been going into intel- |
knowizdgeanle source. “The solution shoulg have been| ’ More_m&"‘aci‘;q%s';? a'ilnyc lﬁ;isnsl;g?o ggaigsis. With the

“Retter control and accountabilitv of the -intelligence . 1gence in the las the Sovi t thes L by President Carter
comanunity, not emasculation. By Carter sent’ Adm hew perception of tfhef %vxe. mrea Y :
il LY, " 2 . 3 . B A " n.

Sianslield Turner with 0rders to ‘clean up' the CIA and dﬁg; é}:}?;:;iss]iiir:z 2 :‘og i:r:lhse rise in number, enthusi.
Y~ Frst a8 o4 T olla Tom th intelli om- . sign is R . S
—c-l::?i')zul; g;‘:[()'? conars from uze (; teliigence) com) asm and quality of applicants to the CIA. More than half

-:.-:,Z\._ > u =L, o

Turner, a Carter Clessmate at Annapolis, took over as,‘ of the new of.f‘icers last year had advanced gcfgreei,h oqs
Y5e new director of central intelligence and CIA chief official 'said. “But it "{:“ be a long UYT}‘; lg ore ose |
&7d promotiy eliminated 850 iobs almost overnight in frcsh -Ph..D:tsh E?Tef;bb&f,&% (f;?jr'a guy wit years ex ;

STT and 2D0ut thar e re in 197, . Mo- erience in J hes . o .
3:{‘,:' ::fgej?g:,td:,;i Siiﬁm'?fcg 7 1978 2nd 1979, Mo P Congress also has maved lo case restrictions, if not to
S ' ) - “unleash” the intelligence agencies. It reduch from

"Blege Mentality' cight to two the number of committees to which the

“There’s still a siege mentality out there,” one CIA agencies had to report, and js likely, in the coming ses-
~eleran said. “Almost no one moves withput consulting sion, to curtail Freedom of Information Act aceess and
eowyer these days, and there are locs of them aroung.” to impose sanctions against. persons such as Agee, who
Ten years ago the CIA legal staff corsisted of six per- publish the names of agents,

" #ons. Now jt has 240 ©rsons. . .

Not all ¢f the CIA?S‘ troubles are American-made, of Courts More F ""°f’8§'° L IA legal |
course. The Sovier LGB naturallv has done all it can 1o . The courts seem similarly inclined to favor CIA lega :
reinfoerce the image of a “leaky” US. intelligence com- positions, ruling for examplg that formerhagents n?utst ;
munity and government, for example. One way s to ex- turn over all profits of books if they p.“k?lff, . ;Onl’{iﬁ{ t0
ploit the anti-CIa activities of a renegade ex-agent, ﬂ’elé ISAgPCd fong”ggésr without submitting them first (o

i1 i ! e or clearance.
sgx%alg Agee, who publishes the names of US. agents t:hBut how soon, or even whether, the US, intelligence i
At least one agent has been murdered and others at- communily can be reinwg?ratcd-unde}x)‘ prong_r foglfi?l j
" tacked after publication of their names and several have and congr essional super vxa}or;_vt—ca;mo‘t l(? aPé‘ gr ;}E,(; .rb? j
N quietly recalled for fear they were in danger, many, the key will be the quality of new Je, Upp 1
Sources said, vided by the Rc;agan Ad.m.nmstratmn. )
“p : . : ', . The nommat!op of \V;Iham J. Casey to be the new di- (
ven if Agee does not Collaborate Consciously With rector of central intelligence has been generally praised
the KGB and DGI (Cuban intelligence) they use him, within the community becayse of Casey’s service in the | :
2 Russion wagecne day o the Thal governmmn LSt 14 precursor agency. the Officc of Strategie Sorviccr {

. #nd because of his close rapport with the President- |
. elect. ’ _
i However, Casey at 67 years of age probably wil] rely J

: names an Americap i Bangkok, for example. Newspa-
- Pers around the worjq 8et copies of his lists too fast for
( them to haye travgled by mait.”

i ; i iLY ~—and no nomination for the deputy POSi-1
Turner, in addition to slashing persennel, saved mop. on his deptity —and

tion has yet been announced,

Little Analysis Made

Even in Cuba, while the collection of technical data
has continued high. there was little detailed analysis of
the information until the surprise discovery of the So-
viet mini-brigade in 1979,

Then, the Nationaj Security Agency, which collects
communication intelligence, found in its fijes evidence
from more than a year earlier pointing to the existence
of the “brigade.™

The problem of ever-growing volumes of informa-
tion, which the intelligence agencies pay to collect but
do not pay to be analyzed, is caused in large part by

ongress. “You can’get Capitol Hil] 1o budget clever
(technical) collection Systems quite easily,” said one of -
ficial, “but then they balk at money for analysts.*

“The true challenges of the decades ahead lie more in
the intelfectua] 8ymnastics of coping with the flood of
information than in the physical or even sexual gym-
nastics of latter-day James Bonds," former CIA director
William E. Colby said recently,
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